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Trip Report - Birdfinders 
 

NEPAL 
16th – 31st March 2011 

 
Participants: 
Les Awford 
Heather Wood 
Richard Peile 
Pippa Peile 
Judyth Swift 
Richard Jackson 
Brian Brumhead (exc. trek) 
Sally Raven (exc. trek) 
 
Leader: Suchit Basnet (and friends) 
 
Report by : Richard Jackson – April 2011  
 
 
Day1 (16

th
 March) : Overnight flight from London to Kathmandu via Delhi. 

 
On arrival at Kathmandu we finally met up as a group and were welcomed by Suchit, who arranged for our transport 
to the hotel (Hotel Marshyangdi). This was our first experience of the variety of sights and sounds in a very different 
culture to our own, including the chaotic and very busy city traffic. 
 
There was just time to identify some of the common local birds, such as Black Kite, House Crow, House Sparrow, 
Tree Sparrow and some distant unidentified swifts before dark. Some Rhesus Macaques were also seen. 
 
Day2 (17

th
 March) : Phulchowki - driving in the Kathmandu/Patan traffic both ways to get there from the hotel. 

 
Further common birds such as Cattle Egret, Common Myna, Red-vented Bulbul, Large-billed (Jungle) Crow and 
Barn Swallow were seen through the city and it’s suburbs. 
 
For many, this was our first real introduction to Oriental birding, which was at times quite dizzying in the number and 
variety of new species and their sometimes brief appearances in thick vegetation. Suchit’s experience was essential 
in identifying the birds by sights and sounds and he managed to call some closer by playing their songs or local owl 
calls on his MP3. 
 
Our first stop was relatively low down the mountain and suddenly the east-facing slope, bathed in morning sun, was 
alive with birds. We quickly located Maroon Orioles, Black-lored Tit, Black-throated Tit, a couple of Blue-winged 
Minlas, Fire-breasted Flowerpecker, Fire-tailed, Green-tailed and Black-throated Sunbirds, some superb 
Orange-bellied Leafbirds and a variety of warblers, including Buff-barred, Ashy-throated, Lemon-rumped, Grey-
hooded, Whistler’s and a single Large-billed Leaf-Warbler. In the surrounding trees we saw some Golden-
throated Barbets, a pair of Mountain Bulbuls, some Bronzed Drongos, a few Oriental Turtle Doves (just like the 
one in Oxfordshire!), plenty of Rufous Sibias, some distant Grey Treepies and a couple of fly-over Lesser Racquet-
tailed Drongos. A bright flash of blue led us to find a pair of Small Niltavas, which glinted in the morning sun. The 
playing of the owlet calls certainly helped to lure some birds in, including a Collared Owlet into the tree immediately 
above our heads (!), where everyone had good ‘scope views. 
 
On re-starting the drive up the mountain, people in the lead vehicle enjoyed some good views of some Kalij 
Pheasants out in the open on the track. Unfortunately I and others were in the following vehicle and missed out and 
there were no further opportunities to connect with this species elsewhere. 
 
Ascending further up the mountain to a mid-level area we added a party of White-throated Laughingthrushes, a 
couple of Striated Laughingthrushes, some Hoary-throated Barwings, a White-tailed Nuthatch, Verditer 
Flycatcher, a Grey Bushchat on a wire, a female Golden Bush-Robin and then both Eurasian and Black-headed 
Jays, which are difficult birds to connect with in Nepal. Whilst watching further for the Jays we also added Whiskered 
Yuhina, Long-tailed Minivet, a single Slaty-blue Flycatcher, White-browed Fulvettas and a Yellow-browed Tit. 
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More than happy with our findings so far we returned to the vehicles to drive to within a few metres of the top of 
Phulchowki mountain (at around 2700m above sea level). Walking down from there, the pace of birding didn’t let-up, 
with sightings of Chestnut-tailed Minlas, Chestnut-crowned Laughingthrushes, both Rufous-winged and Nepal 
Fulvettas, Stripe-throated Yuhinas, Yellow-bellied Fantail, Green Shrike-Babbler, Grey-headed Canary-
Flycatcher and a nice party of three Crimson-browed Finches feeding quietly in a tree next to the path. Suchit also 
identified some nearby woodpecker calls as belonging to Rufous-bellied, but sadly we couldn’t see the birds to 
confirm this. Another interesting sharp alarm call was found to be given by some Orange-bellied Squirrels. Suchit also 
had brief views of a Streak-breasted Scimitar-babbler, but most of the group failed to get on to it. 
 
After a well-earned packed lunch we returned to the mid-level, specifically to seek out any Cutias. Whilst these were 
heard, in response to the call playback, none came close enough to see. However, we did connect with some 
Ultramarine Flycatchers (just as fantastic as the name suggests), some Black-faced Warblers, a nice Green-
backed Tit (very similar to our Great Tit) and a White-browed Shrike-Babbler, a nice consolation for missing the 
Cutia. After hearing their calls echoing around the hills all day, we finally also had good views of Great Barbets. After 
a couple of tantalisingly brief views of at least one flying Black Eagle, the whole party had good views of a bird 
directly over the path, as we dived out of the vehicles for some quick photos. There were also a few House Swifts 
flying distantly over the ridges. 
 
Our final quick stop was to see a distant Black Bulbul on the top of a tree, just before leaving the forest area and 
returning to the chaos of the Kathmandu traffic. 
 

 
Day3 (18

th
 March) : Internal flight from Kathmandu to Biratnagar, with Buddha Air, followed by a 2 hour drive to Koshi 

Camp in two 4WD vehicles.  
 
A few further common birds were seen in transit, including several dove species, Black Drongo, Pied Starling, 
Jungle Myna, Pied Bushchat, some nice Indian Rollers (including one affinis race) and various wagtails. We also 
had views of Himalayan and White-rumped Vultures flying distantly as we approached the camp. 
 
When we arrived at Koshi we were welcomed into a delightful compound, with our tented accommodation surrounded 
by trees, ponds and marshy vegetation which were all alive with birds. The first port of call was to see the resident 
Spotted Owlets which stared back at us from the tree next to camp centre. Next up we could see Coppersmith and 
Blue-throated Barbets, Rufous Treepies, a couple of Fulvous-breasted Woodpeckers, a Common Iora, White-
throated Fantail, plenty of Red-whiskered Bulbuls, Greenish Warblers and Olive-backed Pipits, an Oriental 
White-eye, several Chestnut-tailed Starlings, a couple of Oriental Magpie-Robins, a few Red-throated (Taiga) 
Flycatchers and a fine male Purple Sunbird, all from the comfort of the veranda at the camp lodge. 
 
After a tasty lunch a further walk through the camp grounds revealed an approachable Scaly Thrush, sharing the 
same patch of turf with an equally close Hoopoe, and a White-breasted Waterhen investigating the kitchen waste. A 
nice Wryneck and a Brown Shrike showed to some, and many also saw the first of several Common Tailorbirds, 
although these proved to be more elusive than expected. 
 
A wander along to the ponds next to the camp added a flock of Lesser Whistling-Ducks, some flying Lesser 
Adjutants and Asian Openbill storks, a few Little Cormorants, numerous Indian Pond-Herons, Bronze-winged 
Jacana and three species of Kingfisher. There were also sightings of Greater Coucal, Asian Koel and a Black 
Bittern perched well up at the top of a bush. 
 
Mid afternoon we took a short walk from the camp into the adjacent woodlands in the Koshi Tappu Reserve. We 
quickly added more species, with a Large Cuckooshrike, some Ashy Drongos, at least two Tickell’s Leaf-
Warblers, some over-flying Asian Palm-Swifts and both Black-hooded and Indian Golden Orioles. We also 
encountered a superb Jungle Owlet, which posed nicely on a dead tree, immediately above us. All the time we could 
here the monotonous ‘brain fever’ call of Common Hawk-Cuckoo and we managed to see one distantly in flight and 
then perched. This call became part of the ambience, 24 hours a day (!). 
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Identifying some motion in the undergrowth Suchit and his colleague Badri managed to flush out a couple of Yellow-
legged Buttonquails, which we saw well for such retiring birds. In the same area we also saw the first of many 
Jungle Babblers and a single Red Turtle-Dove. 
 
Returning along the main track at the top of the flood bank, we had distant views of Indian Grey Mongooses 
(Mongeese!?!), Asiatic Golden Jackal and a Jungle Cat. On re-entering the camp area we disturbed a Yellow Bittern 
from a marshy area, but this then posed nicely in some nearby bushes. This bird continued to perform in this manner 
throughout our stay, every time we passed the area. Similarly a Dusky Warbler called and showed well in the same 
small patch of water-side scrub for the next few days. 
 
We then just had time to freshen up before the first daily bird/mammal log, followed by a drink and a hearty evening 
meal, which became the routine for the next few days. 
 

 
Day4 (19

th
 March) :  Koshi - A short 4WD vehicle ride, south from camp to Koshi Barrage in the morning and then a 

short drive north of camp within the Koshi Tappu reserve in the afternoon.  
 
Our tally for the day started with some of the same species seen round the camp the day before, including some 
further nice views of the barbets, various bitterns and the confiding Oriental Magpie-Robin. Blyth’s Reed Warbler 
and Thick-billed Warbler were seen in the marshy areas leading out of the camp. 
 
The drive towards the barrage started well as the lead vehicle made off to collect permits – a small party of Swamp 
Francolins was on the track and showing very well. Sadly the birds had moved into thick cover by the time we 
reached the same spot, but we all got good flight views as one was flushed out. In the same area some grassbird 
calls were identified by Suchit and we had good views of both Bristled and then Striated Grassbirds singing from 
the reed stems and bushes. Also showing well were some Ashy Woodswallows, Green Bee-eaters, Black-
shouldered Kites, Black Redstarts, a small flock of Crested Buntings, a small party of Scaly-breasted Munias (or 
Nutmeg Mannikins, as I prefer) and a pair of Black-rumped Flamebacks prospecting on the dead trees. There was 
also a couple of Baya Weavers and a female Siberian Rubythroat, but frustratingly these were not seen well. The 
nearby ponds and marshy areas held Black-headed Ibises, the grey-headed local race of Purple Swamphen, a 
single Common Snipe (we hoped for a Pintail Snipe, but couldn’t convert it!) and plentiful egrets, herons, storks 
and Jacanas. 
 
Continuing to drive south we saw the devastation wrought by the Koshi floods in 2008, where the flood defences were 
breached, taking out large areas of farmland and damaging some of the reserve habitat. Benefiting from some of 
these new sandy areas, we saw a pair of Ashy-crowned Sparrow-Larks close by and some more distant Sand 
Larks. As we were watching these a flock of Bar-headed Geese flew past. 
 
Just before reaching the barrage we stopped to look over a large shallow pond, which contained at least 16 
Pheasant-tailed Jacanas (minus tail this early in the year), a lone Ferruginous Duck and plenty of Little Grebes, 
together with numerous herons, another bigger flock of Bar-headed Geese and other waterbirds. 
 
On the upstream side of the impressive barrage there was a large flock of mixed ducks, including some Ruddy 
Shelducks and about 8 Pintails amongst the regularly seen UK species. Scanning the adjacent sand banks a stately 
Black-necked Stork and a flying Black Stork were picked out, before being disturbed by some local people. 
Downstream of the barrage was an active fishing ground for egrets, cormorants and people alike, who all braved the 
fast flowing streams. There were also some brief views of at least two Ganges River Dolphins. 
 
On the return journey, amongst several distant raptors, we identified Greater Spotted Eagle, a White-eyed Buzzard 
and more Himalayan and White-rumped Vultures and also had some close views of several Golden Jackals. 
 
After a lunch at the camp, a quiet wait in the hide overlooking the ponds was rewarded by some good views of a 
singing Clamorous Reed Warbler, a moulting Citrine Wagtail immediately below the hide, a couple of Black 
Bitterns nicely in the open and a brief but clear view of a Cinnamon Bittern, which emerged from an unknown hiding 
place before quickly flying over the bank. There were also a couple of Great Tits (local cinereus race). 
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In the afternoon drive we saw the first of many Shikras and a nice Red-necked Falcon perched up in a dead tree, 
with the only Eurasian Hobby of the trip flying past as well. Most of the group also managed to see both Black-
winged and Black-headed Cuckooshrikes in quick succession, as well as more views of Large Cuckooshrike. 
Badri’s and Suchit’s local knowledge led them to show us the roost sites of a Brown Hawk-Owl, quickly followed by a 
duo of Brown Fish-Owls, all of which showed very well, once you’d managed to spot them through the trees. Whilst 
watching the Fish-Owls we also saw a Streak-throated Woodpecker and a pair of Brown-capped Pygmy 
Woodpeckers in adjacent trees. On reaching the bank of the Koshi River (or the eastern channel at least), we could 
see three Striated Herons distantly on the opposite bank, some Pied Kingfishers and an Oriental Darter flew past. 
Quite suddenly we noted a number of Small Pratincoles flying over, presumably to a roost site somewhere. We also 
observed a small party of Blue-tailed Bee-eaters, before returning along the track back to camp. 
 

 
Day5 (20

th
 March) :  Koshi - In the morning there was a ride down the Koshi river in an inflatable rowing boat, 

returning to the camp in our jeeps, followed by another 4WD vehicle ride and walk south of camp in the afternoon. 
  
With an early start we were starting on the river north (upstream) of the camp, where our oarsmen skilfully steered us 
out into the main flow of the east channel. We quickly started seeing some good birds, with an unusually large flock of 
at least 75 Avocets, large numbers of Small Pratincoles, seemingly occupying every sand bank and several wader 
species, including both Little and Temminck’s Stints and Little Ringed and Kentish Plovers. We then noticed at 
least three Black-bellied Terns and a few Little Terns diving for fish in the shallows. Amongst the large flocks of 
Ruddy Shelducks we also picked out a couple of Common Shelducks and also a single Pallas’s Gull. 
 
The oarsman pulled us over towards the middle channel of the Koshi River, where we continued to slowly drift 
downstream. We stopped at a large river island for a packed breakfast and enjoyed good views of a pair of Sand 
Larks. Exploring the tall grassland of the island, we noticed both Plain and Graceful Prinias, a couple of Bengal 
Bushlarks, a superb White-tailed Stonechat and plenty of Siberian Stonechats. We also had a brief view of a 
Striated Babbler and a distant view of a female Pied Harrier. We then continued by boat down the same island for a 
few hundred metres before alighting again to see if we could observe the rare nepalicola race of Rufous-vented 
Prinia, only discovered in Nepal and only in this area a few years ago. Suchit and Badri quickly homed in on a calling 
bird and then managed to call it into view using an MP3 playback, where we all eventually managed good views. 
Further Striated Babblers and White-tailed Stonechats continued as a support act. 
 
Drifting further down the river, we continued to observe several wader species and Little Cormorants on virtually 
every protrusion from the river. A couple more adult Pallas’s Gulls were noted and when things started to warm up 
we saw several raptors, including a Long-legged Buzzard, a White-eyed Buzzard, a Short-toed Eagle and several 
vultures. Quite a few Plain Martins were seen along the banks and we also some good views of White-browed 
Wagtails and some Black (Red-naped) Ibises. We continued to see several wild Water Buffalo. 
 
Driving back from the river pick-up point (now well south of the camp) we stopped to photograph a close by perched 
Black-shouldered Kite and to look at a handsome Grey-backed Shrike. After the usual lunchtime back at the camp 
and some quiet relaxed birding around the woods and pools close by, we then got back in to the vehicles to drive 
south again to explore some of the marshy areas in more detail. 
 
An interesting throaty warbler call got Suchit and Badri excited and they then skilfully flushed a Smoky Warbler out of 
deep cover so that we could all see it, although we were momentarily confused when a Chiffchaff also came out of 
the same cover. The excitement continued when a superb male Siberian Rubythroat was also seen well in the same 
low vegetation, a bird we’d all wanted to see in Nepal. 
 
Moving slightly further down the track we then saw some Paddyfield and Rosy Pipits and some close views of a 
fishing Osprey delighted us all. A nice male Black-throated Thrush also showed well. We then moved to the 
outskirts of one of the nearby villages, where a small flock of about 18 Yellow-footed Green Pigeons showed in 
some of the trees. There was a close Temminck’s Stint on one of the nearby ponds and then our guides sharp eyes 
picked out at first one, and then two, female Greater Painted-Snipes. For such colourful birds (the females being the 
brighter in this species) they were amazingly difficult to pick out amongst the marshy vegetation, but we all saw them 
well in the end. Another successful day drew to a close. 
 

Birdfinders' Nepal 2011 © 2011 Birdfinders



 5 

 
 
Day6 (21

st
 March) : Koshi - An another early start,  driving north from the camp, first to an open riverine plain (at 

Delbighat) and then slightly further to a sal forest area (Patnali forest) towards the town of Dharan, returning to camp 
by early afternoon. Later we then drove/walked to a small village close to the camp to see the roosting fruit bats.  
 
Just as we were assembling for departure a Spot-winged Starling was identified perched on top of a distant bamboo, 
although the light was still quite dim and the bird quickly moved away. 
 
As we driving north we noted at least 8 Black Redstarts flying up near to the track and when we reached the 
sandier/grassier areas we also noted some small flocks of Sand Larks and Ashy-crowned Sparrow-Larks, and at 
least 20 Short-toed Larks. Some Yellow-wattled Lapwings were seen on the short turf and some Black (Red-
naped) Ibises flew up from the river’s edge. We next turned off onto a sandy track and drove past the river ferry to 
enjoy our packed breakfast. Larks continued to fly up from the low grass, including around 5 or 6 Oriental Skylarks 
and when we parked up a scan round identified at least 8 Indian Coursers in two groups and some Small 
Pratincoles continued to fly past along the nearby river. 
 
On returning to the main track we then drove a short distance to the forest area. The lead vehicle managed to spook 
up a male white morph Asian Paradise-Flycatcher, with its impossibly long tail streamers fluttering behind it. 
 
Surprisingly the Patnali forest, being more mature than the woodlands visited so far, had a completely different range 
of species, with Chestnut-headed Bee-eaters, both Small and Scarlet Minivets, Chestnut-bellied Nuthatch, an 
Asian Brown Flycatcher, Crested Treeswift, Large Woodshrike and some White-rumped Shamas all seen within 
a short distance walk. Unexpectedly we also had good views of 3 rather plain Abbott’s Babblers, but an unusual bird 
to see on these tours. Also seen well were a couple of Velvet-fronted Nuthatches; very different from the rest of the 
family. Leaping through the trees were some Terai Langur monkeys. 
 
On rounding a corner we were exceptionally fortunate to witness a pair of Jerdon’s Bazas flying through, perching 
together in a tree and even seen mating briefly. These are very rarely seen birds, with even the locals generally 
getting distant sightings once or twice a year at most. The male even followed us in it’s next flight and perched above 
our heads ready for photos. Such a view was a first for Suchit and his colleague Badri as well. 
 
Settling down slightly from this excitement we saw a couple of Black-crested Bulbuls and some Golden-fronted 
Leafbirds in the same area and at least two Oriental Pied Hornbills flew over the track. Continuing the walk a Pale-
chinned Flycatcher was observed, sitting quietly in a bush.  
 
On the return journey back to the camp we picked out some Himalayan Swiftlets and Red-rumped Swallows, but 
with the wind strength increasing we found that we were in a growing sand storm and we mostly kept our heads down 
and faces shielded. 
 
The walk round the camp after lunch picked out most of the now usual fare, although there were particularly good 
views of the Dusky Warbler, a Paddyfield Warbler, several Greenish Warblers (including some with two wing 
bars!), a Green Bee-eater and a Blue-throated Barbet feeding on some fruiting trees. 
 
The short late afternoon visit to the nearby village of Bakula gave us good views of the roosting Indian Flying Foxes 
and there were also views of an Indian Roller, a flock of Rose-ringed Parakeets, with a single Plum-headed 
Parakeet seen by some. At the end of the walk a Common Tailorbird finally showed well to most of us and a fine 
Black Redstart picked through a nearby small field. 
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Day7 (22

nd
 March) : This was a big transfer day with a drive from Koshi along the main east-west Mahendra Highway 

to Chitwan, via Hetauda and Bharatpur in a mini-coach, in all taking about 9 hours with short stops. 
 
With this being our final morning at Koshi, several of us said farewell to some of the (now) familiar species around the 
camp, including the regular Yellow and Black Bitterns and Spotted Owlet. We also had our first good views of the 
regular Thick-billed Warbler, which had only shown fleetingly before. A few of us also had excellent views of another 
male Asian Paradise-Flycatcher, this time immediately outside the elephant fence surrounding the camp. 
 
Having packed up and said goodbye to Koshi, we started on the long journey to Chitwan. We briefly stopped at the 
pools near the Koshi Barrage to have another look at the Pheasant-tailed Jacanas and obtained some better photos, 
but their tails were sadly still ungrown! At the barrier we had excellent views of at least three Ganges River Dolphins. 
We started to see Black Kites again as we approached any of the larger villages or towns and there were regular 
Shikras and Indian Rollers along the way. However it wasn’t too long until we spotted some new species with a fly-
through Indian Grey Hornbill and some Alpine Swifts. 
 
At our short break stops I saw a group of Small Minivets, but missed the couple of Thick-billed Flowerpeckers that 
were seen by the majority. Everyone saw the White-rumped Spinetails flying overhead and also the Chestnut-
shouldered Petronias perched in a bare tree, whilst some Oriental Honey-Buzzards showed well in flight. The 
lunch stop was also profitable, with a pair of Greater Racquet-tailed Drongos and another Blue Whistling-Thrush. 
Wandering a little further away I saw a Rufous Woodpecker whilst investigating the cloud of butterflies coming down 
to a wallow pool for salts. Unfortunately the woodpecker flew off before I could get back to tell the others. 
 
After a hot and bumpy journey we neared the area of Chitwan, with a welcoming sighting of our first Indian Spotted-
Eagle and yet another Indian Roller, perched obligingly close to the track. A quick walk around the grounds of the 
Machan Paradise View Lodge revealed a couple of Brown Crakes and some Grey-breasted Prinias whilst 
overlooking the marshy grassland, and we could hear the distant calls of Black Francolins. The trees held a White-
bellied Drongo and there was a large day time roost of Night Herons within the grounds (which completed a rather 
grand set of all the regular Nepalese herons). 
 

  
 
Day8 (23

rd
 March) : Chitwan - In the morning a gentle walk from the lodge towards the Rapti River and then a jeep 

safari in the afternoon, south of the river in the National Park. 
 
With a different area and habitats to explore the new birds came thick and fast. The thick grasslands next to the lodge 
were full of at least 5 species of prinia, with Grey-breasted, Graceful, Yellow-bellied, Plain and Ashy Prinias all 
seen well. There were also Zitting Cisticolas, Chestnut-capped Babblers, a couple of elusive Spotted Bush-
Warblers and some Rufous-rumped Grassbirds. Perched up a bit higher were plenty of Siberian Stonechats, at 
least two White-tailed Stonechats, a few Pied Bushchats and, more distantly, some smart-looking Long-tailed 
Shrikes perched on the tops of the scattered bushes (as shrikes do!). In the adjacent marshy areas an uncommon 
Water Rail was seen briefly by a couple of the group, followed by a nice Lesser Coucal showing well in the reed 
stems. A number of Hog Deer could be seen in the grassland. 
 
Moving out to a shorter and drier grassy area overlooking the river there were plenty of Paddyfield Pipits on show 
and a couple of larger pipits were identified as Richard’s. A large number of Plain Martins were flying along the river 
and a Woolly-necked Stork flew upstream. 
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The walk back through some woodland was also successful, with another new woodpecker, this time a Himalayan 
Flameback, followed by a calling Indian Cuckoo, which had returned quite early from wintering further south. 
Continuing further there were many good views of Chestnut-headed Bee-eaters, a Grey-bellied Cuckoo called as it 
flew overhead, some Chestnut-shouldered Petronias were seen and a single Black-rumped Flameback flew down 
to the base of a tree, before climbing up the bark and there was a nice view of a hunting Jungle Cat. As we passed 
the elephant stables we paused for a drink and were fortunate enough to have a good view of a Grey-capped Pygmy 
Woodpecker on a nearby bare tree. 
 
As we approached the grounds of the lodge we received word that a Bengal Tiger had been seen from the viewpoint, 
so we dashed through and had distant, but good, views for several minutes of a fine male Tiger walking steadily away 
from us through the grassland. This was a completely unprecedented sighting so close to the lodge. A few minutes 
earlier the Tiger had shown well at less than 70m away, right out in the open. Given that even deliberate searches for 
Tigers at Chitwan more often than not result in failure, we counted ourselves very fortunate for seeing such a 
magnificent animal. 
 
After a celebratory lunch and a brief rest we drove across the river and into the park. On reaching the river a female 
Goosander flew downstream as we were watching a Gharial Crocodile on a sandbank and a pale-breasted 
Peregrine (probably race calidus) flew over before perching near the top of a tree. As our permit was being checked 
our first Himalayan Bulbul showed well in some nearby bushes. Driving along one of the many tracks we had our 
first good view of a wild male Indian Peafowl and in a gap between trees we saw a Crested Serpent-Eagle perched 
in a tree. While we were getting good views of this yet another woodpecker was added to the list – a Grey-headed 
Woodpecker and, even better, a few moments later a Collared Falconet flew in to the tree next to us. This really 
miniscule raptor was a delightful find. 
 
Continuing our drive we had brief views of several parakeet species, mostly Ring-necked and Red-breasted, but 
also a few Alexandrine and Plum-headed, all with different calls, but all fast flying and surprisingly elusive. We came 
across a Greater One-horned Rhinoceros next to the track and had excellent close views as it slowly shuffled away. 
Further bird species such as Lineated Barbet, Hill Myna and Spangled (Hair-crested) Drongo were all seen clearly 
but briefly and our third male white phase Asian Paradise Flycatcher flew away from the vehicles, with its distinctive 
long tail streamers flowing behind.  
 
Starting on the return back to the lodge we suddenly stopped to see a female Sloth Bear, with a cub on her back 
walking towards us down the track. Having seen us she quickly disappeared into the long grass, only for another 
shadowy presence – a Leopard to also be seen very briefly. The adjacent marsh had a number of Marsh Mugger 
crocodiles hauled out on the opposite bank and one obligingly launched itself into the water. With all these species 
‘under our belt’ we felt truly on safari and very fortunate. 
 

 
Day9 (24

th
 March) : Chitwan – Early morning most of us went on an elephant ride through the grassland, followed by 

a short walk in the woodland close to the lodge. In the afternoon we all went down the River Rapti in dugout canoes 
and were met by our 4WD vehicles to drive through the woods to Tamor Tal (a shallow lake). 
 
The morning elephant ride was an unmissable, if not particularly comfortable, experience and we saw some good 
birds including a close Long-tailed Shrike, several prinia species and a couple of Bengal Bushlarks. Richard & 
Pippa’s elephant also managed to flush a Savanna Nightjar for them to see. Unfortunately due to the animal’s 
movement it was difficult (impossible?) to use binoculars or to take photos unless stopped. The accompanying 
younger elephant demonstrated the exuberance of it’s youth by successfully charging at one of the Rhinos, which 
crashed off into the scrub – spectacular stuff. 
 
The walk was more productive for birds with plenty of prinias, chats and warblers. An unassuming, but bright yellow, 
warbler was identified as a Golden-spectacled Warbler, now split from the very similar Whistler’s Warbler, seen on 
Phulchowki. Our next new bird was a Common Woodshrike, showing well in one of the trees and we flushed three 
Black Francolins from a scrubby patch. We then encountered a rather puzzling, fairly large Phylloscopus warbler, 
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which we eventually pinned down to being a Radde’s Warbler, a rare vagrant in Nepal. In the same area we 
eventually got a good view of a Red Junglefowl, after hearing their farmyard cockerel calls most early mornings. It 
was nice to see these wild ancestors of our domestic fowl – the true free range bird. Walking back towards the 
Machan Paradise View Lodge we had better views of a Plum-headed Parakeet and a distant Indian Spotted Eagle. 
On the mammal front we saw a Five-striped Palm Squirrel and could hear a Barking Deer (or Muntjac). 
 
The afternoon started well with a Red-headed Vulture soaring overhead, it’s white thigh patches very obvious. Our 
ride down the river in canoes was delightful, with a ‘punter’ to help us through the shallows and steer a course. As 
expected we saw more Red-naped Ibises, Woolly-necked Storks, Ruddy Shelducks and Greenshanks, whilst 
there were also wagtails of four different species every few metres and a couple of Rosy Pipits. The most special 
bird, however, was River Lapwing, with two of these seen well in our journey. 
 
After a short walk from the river we were met by our vehicles for a drive through the woods. After only a short distance 
we stopped for a pair of Oriental Pied-Hornbills, showing well high up in a tree. Shortly after, a beautiful female 
Shikra flew towards us and perched in a bush only a few metres away – a photographer’s dream (see below). On 
reaching a small swamp we flushed a Grey-headed Fish-Eagle, but fortunately it didn’t fly too far and we again got 
some spectacularly close views. Moving towards Tamor Tal we saw a flock of Ashy Woodswallows high up in a bare 
tree. The lake itself contained some of the commoner water birds and the Fish-Eagle had obviously moved through 
ahead of us, but the best bird was a very close Oriental Darter, with spread wings right next to the track. A little 
further on, we enjoyed seeing some male Indian Peafowl on the water’s edge, joined by a Purple Heron. 
 
Returning to the lodge, at the viewpoint a Cinnamon Bittern was seen and as dusk fell a number of Savanna 
Nightjars could be heard, with one showing well against the slowly darkening western sky. 
 

 

 
Day10 (25

th
 March) : Chitwan – two slightly longer drives into the sal forest south of the River Rapti today, the 

afternoon drive rescheduled by common consent to try and see more tigers, unfortunately unsuccessful this time. 
 
Another excellent birding day, with a good range of new species along side some now familiar, but still spectacular 
birds. Some Oriental White-eyes and Chestnut-bellied Nuthatches were seen early on, together with some Scarlet 
Minivets, Red Collared-Doves, Bronzed Drongos, a Black-crested Bulbul and a Large Woodshrike. The first 
new bird was an Orange-breasted Green Pigeon, at first a distant male, but later followed by a closer female. We 
listened closely for any Red-headed Trogons replying to their playback call, but without any luck. However, a couple 
of Long-tailed Broadbills showed well above us, an equally uncommon and local bird. Another thicket gave us our 
first good views of White-bellied Erpornis (formerly Yuhina), a small group of Striped Tit-Babblers, a Grey-headed 
Canary-Flycatcher and I had an excellent view of a Yellow-bellied Warbler, although all of these birds moved on 
quickly in the feeding flock. We continued to see small groups of Chital (Spotted Deer) and a trio of the larger Sambar 
deer flashed across our path as we were driving – all potential tiger prey. Wild boars were also evident. 
 
Next we started hunting for more woodpeckers, eventually finding both Lesser Yellownape and the larger Greater 
Yellownape along side the commoner Himalayan Flamebacks and Grey-headed Woodpeckers. In the surrounding 
glades a number of White-rumped Shamas could be heard calling and some were seen distantly. On the return drive 
we stopped for some birds flying alongside the track, to find they were Rosy Minivets. Whilst watching these we also 
picked out a Bar-winged Flycatcher-Shrike, a close-by perched Crested Serpent-Eagle, a second Collared 
Falconet and above these a couple of displaying Crested Goshawks -  a good stop indeed. 
 
In the afternoon we heard about a female Tiger, with two cubs, showing very well bathing at Tamor Tal. Racing over 
there we waited for a view, but the animals must have moved on. The Grey-headed Fish-Eagle and Oriental Darter 
were still there and we saw some Crested Treeswifts over the forest nearby. With more good fortune we did have 
another excellent sighting of the Sloth Bears, this time at least 5 or 6 showed very well as they moved along a wooded 
bank, complete with cubs in tow. The final bird was a small dark Emerald Dove flying up from the track as we 
approached. 
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Day11 (26

th
 March) : Another transfer day, with a mini-coach journey from Chitwan, first to Pokhara (via Mugling, 

where Brian and Sally left us to return to Kathmandu) and then to the village of Nayapul (1070m asl) in the Modi Khola 
valley. From there we walked up the valley for an overnight stop in Syauli Bazar. 
 
Before leaving Chitwan there was just time to record some of the local specialties for the final time – Black 
Francolins, Indian Peafowl and Red Junglefowl were all heard calling in the grassland, the Grey-breasted Prinias 
showed once again, a variety of parakeets flew over and even the Savanna Nightjars called just after dawn. 
 
The journey itself started along side the spectacular gorge of the Narayani River (once clear of the town of 
Narayanghat). Birds such as Black Kite and House Crow once again became common, but we did see some Alpine 
Swifts, Red-rumped Swallows and Plain Martins as well, before reaching the junction town of Mugling. Here Brian 
and Sally’s taxi to Kathmandu was waiting and we bade farewell to them. From then on we missed Brian’s sharp eyes 
and relatively experienced ID skills - hopefully they saw some good stuff on their journey, although we did hear they 
failed to find any Ibisbills (although it is late in the season for them to be this low down). 
 
On leaving Mugling we noticed a large group of vultures circling over the town, mostly Egyptian, but with a couple of 
White-rumped among them. A little further on we stopped to see a Steppe Eagle flying close by almost at eye level 
and then another Egyptian Vulture. We also saw some more Himalayan Vultures and a couple of Red-headed 
Vultures. Reaching Pokhara we dropped off our main luggage at the hotel, with just time to see some House Swifts 
and Little Grebes before moving on. Ascending the ridges out of Pokhara we stopped for a picnic lunch and were 
lucky enough to hear and see a Striated Prinia in the bushes below us. After descending back down to Nayapul 
along a twisting road, we left our coach and slowly started walking back up again, along the valley. Thankfully the 
majority of our back-packs were handed over to the two very able porters. 
 
The first birds along the river were both White-capped Water Redstart and Plumbeous Water Redstart, both 
spectacularly colourful against the background rocks. I also had brief views of a Brown Dipper, but it flew out of sight 
around a bend in the river and behind some huts, where no one else could see it. Around the trekking guest house at 
Syauli Bazar there were a number of Grey Wagtails, some Large Hawk-cuckoos called and even better a couple of 
Bonelli’s Eagles soared along the nearby ridge, whilst the twin peaks of Mount Machhapuchhare showed well in the 
evening sunshine. 
 

   
 
Day12 (27

th
 March) : In the morning we trekked up from Syauli Bazar (1220m asl) to Ghandruk  (1940m) and then 

had a wander around Ghandruk village as a group in the afternoon. 
 
The day started a little dull and wet, but spirits were lifted when the Plumbeous and White-capped Water Redstarts 
joined us for an ‘al fresco’ breakfast, together with a Green-backed Tit and our first Russet Sparrow. As we getting 
ready to set off a pair of Red-billed Blue Magpies and another pair of Green Magpies showed well, although all too 
briefly. A good start to the day! 
 
The joys continued (despite the drizzle) when an Asian Barred Owlet was seen at our first real steep section below 
the village of Kilyu (no irony intended I’m sure!) and in the same area there was a small gathering of the beautiful 
White-crested Laughingthrushes, a couple of calling Blue Whistling-Thrushes and some Streaked 
Laughingthrushes. As we paused at the top of the rise, there were plenty of Hume’s and Lemon-rumped Warblers, 
a Verditer Flycatcher and a brief view of a possible Slaty-backed Flycatcher. A little higher up we saw a growing 
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number of Himalayan Bulbuls, and then some Great Barbets, Siberian Stonechats (looking very different from 
their lowland counterparts) and a male Crested Bunting. With the light steadily improving we had a nice view of a 
Long-tailed Shrike, perched on the top of a tall bamboo stem. 
 
As we approached a steeper area, where the path (still quite wide) traversed a cliff, some Crested Serpent-Eagles 
called noisily and then flew out to circulate in the increasing thermals. A huge Himalayan (Griffon) Vulture did 
likewise. We finally reached the bottom edge of Ghandruk for a well-earned lunch and managed to see the first of 
many Grey Bushchats, and we were glad of the shelter when the rain came down more heavily. 
 
We found that Ghandruk is quite a distributed village and it still took us over half an hour of further walking to find our 
trek hotel (Annapurna Guest House). Having settled in there and waited for the next shower to pass we had a gentle 
stroll around the higher parts of the village to see what was about. We weren’t disappointed, with a female Rufous-
bellied Niltava at the first corner, several Blyth’s Leaf-Warblers joining more Lemon-rumped and Hume’s 
Warblers, plenty of Grey-hooded Warblers and some Oriental White-eyes. Approaching the next gully we 
managed to see a fine Spotted Forktail as it flew up from the ground into a nearby bush and then, after a brief pause, 
it flew out of sight up further up the gully. Another one of my specific targets sorted! 
 
A very active small bird in one of the small stepped fields turned out to be an Aberrant Bush-Warbler, quickly 
followed by a Whistler’s Warbler and then on the higher return path we saw a Black-chinned Babbler, a Mountain 
Bulbul and several Black Bulbuls. There were also plenty of Russet Sparrows and Tree Sparrows, with no House 
Sparrows evident. As we settled into the guest house a large flock of finches, some with pale rumps and wing flashes, 
flew past several times and, with better views the following day, we confirmed they were Yellow-breasted 
Greenfinches. 
 

 
Day13 (28

th
 March) : A trek up the hill out of Ghandruk (towards Tadapani) for a couple of miles, reaching around 

2250m height and then returning the same way, followed by a gentle walk around Ghandruk in the late afternoon. 
 
Today was also quite dull weather, with periodic light rain, although there was the occasional brighter interlude – all in 
all not the best weather for birding and certainly not photography. 
 
Walking up hill, within the village, the first bird seen were Black-throated Thrush, a Verditer, an Asian Barred 
Owlet and another new bird - a Blue-fronted Redstart. A little further on we saw a small flock of Pink-browed 
Rosefinches (mainly females or young birds, but with one bright adult male). We continued to regularly see Grey 
Bushchats and a host of the regular leaf warblers. A close Fire-breasted Flowerpecker was followed by an even 
more obliging White-tailed Nuthatch and, as we were watching the latter, we caught a glimpse of the uncommon 
Golden Babbler, although we had better views of this bright yellow bird later on in the day. 
 
Alerted by a distant call Suchit scanned the distant hillside for Magpies and we managed to see two Yellow-billed 
Blue Magpies flying between the trees and showing perched up for a few seconds. We would have liked closer views, 
but this was not to be. Good birds continued to appear, like Long-tailed Minivets, Grey-headed Canary-Flycatcher, 
Yellow-browed Tit, Blue-winged Minla, Rufous-winged Fulvetta and a fly-by Black Eagle. We could hear the 
distant calls of Hill Partridge and Oriental Cuckoo, but neither came into view. Surrounding a small patch with a very 
small bird calling, we managed a brief view of a Scaly-breasted Wren-Babbler, scuttling across between patches of 
undergrowth. 
 
We’d already managed brief views of Slaty-backed Flycatcher, Small Niltava and Rufous-bellied Niltava in the 
climb up, but we then had good views of a Rufous-gorgeted Flycatcher in an open glade, near the top of the walk. 
In the same area a woodpecker heard calling and briefly seen in flight was identified as a Crimson-breasted 
Woodpecker, but despite continuing to call quite closely, we couldn’t locate it in the trees. A small feeding flock 
descended, with several warbler species, including a Chestnut-crowned Warbler and I’m certain I also saw the 
uncommon Grey-cheeked Warbler, but with such a rapidly moving flock it was very difficult to get anyone else onto 
the bird. Immediately above all this action a male Crimson-browed Finch was perched obligingly on a tall stem. 
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The descent remained action-packed with more Golden Babblers and some Black-chinned Babblers and then a 
constantly moving party of White-throated Laughingthrushes showed well, even allowing for some photos. Another 
strange call in the undergrowth alerted Suchit to a Grey-bellied Tesia, but despite concentrating on the area for a few 
minutes, there was no sign of the bird(s) or even any movement. 
 
Returning to the village, the afternoon walk was also productive. In the first gully out from the hotel, Judyth had 
spotted a pair of treecreepers probing regularly around the same trees, eventually leading us to finding them going in 
and out of their nest hole. Photographs revealed that they were Rusty-flanked Treecreepers, although not as 
strongly marked as in the books. In the same gully on the opposite side of the path there was also a male Tickell’s 
Thrush and others also saw a female. Continuing on the same circuit as the day before, we again disturbed a 
Spotted Forktail in the same gully and the Aberrant Bush Warbler also showed again. 
 

 
Day14 (29

th
 March) : Downhill trek from Ghandruk all the way back to Nayapul. Pick up by mini-coach back to 

Pokhara for a one night stay in the comparative luxury of the Trek-o-Tel Hotel. 
 
This morning started early with spectacular views of the high mountains, both Machhapuchhare and Annapurna South 
were seen well in the dawn light, before the clouds descended again. 
 
On the wires outside the hotel were a number of Rosy Pipits, mixed in with a few Olive-backed Pipits. Starting our 
descent the first major bird was another Spotted Forktail in the gully just after leaving Ghandruk and there was the 
first of a few Blue Whistling-Thrushes seen on the opposite side of the path. Heather then pointed out a quietly 
perched Crested Serpent-Eagle that we all managed to overlook – very obvious when pointed out. We also saw a 
few final Rufous Sibias before dropping out of their altitudinal range. 
 
Descending further, in yet more showery rain, we added some Grey-headed and Grey-capped Pygmy 
Woodpeckers, several Spangled Drongos and brief sightings of both Green and Red-billed Blue Magpies for the 
main group. As we were crossing the bridge over the stream above Syauli Bazar a pair of Slaty-backed Forktails 
showed very well flying up and down the stream and walking about on the rocks. Immediately above Syauli Bazar, as 
we looked down to the main river we saw some more Slaty-backed Forktails and a little further down there was also 
a single Little Forktail right on the fastest part of the flow.  Brilliant, with three out of four Nepalese forktails in one 
day! Just as good, the whole party then saw a group of three Brown Dippers, an adult with two youngsters in 
attendance, looking to be fed. There were a few brief views of Small Indian Mongooses in different locations. 
 
As we reached the guest house in Syauli Bazar and we stopped for some tea a couple of huge Crested Kingfishers 
flew upstream, with both of them temporarily landing on the larger rocks next to the river. We continued to get periodic 
sightings, presumably of the same birds, as they shot past us both ways along the river. The ever present Water 
Redstarts were also seen and tracking down the persistent calls of the Large Hawk-Cuckoo, we finally saw a couple 
of these sizeable birds, looking like raptors in the distant tree tops. Trekking down further we saw several Black-lored 
Tits and a couple each of Steppe Eagles and Bonelli’s Eagles. 
 
Before reaching Nayapul we managed to see one more Brown Dipper and the local Rock Doves had an air of true 
wild authenticity.  
 
The final good bird of the day (for me) was a very close Common Tailorbird, immediately outside my hotel room 
window in Pokhara. Unfortunately as soon as I moved quietly towards my camera it hopped away never to be seen 
again – I find this to be the usual lot of the photographer! 
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Day15 (30

th
 March) : Short morning walks around Pokhara and Phewa Tal, before catching an internal flight back to 

Kathmandu. 
 
This being our final full day in Nepal an early morning walk around Pokhara was in order, particularly as Suchit 
advised that the one remaining forktail (Black-backed) was a possibility towards the dam end of the lake. Almost at 
first light we noted a number of large long-tailed birds flying around a roost tree in the lake-side park, finding they were 
Grey Treepies, a bird we hadn’t really seen well so far. There were also some Oriental Magpie-Robins and on the 
top of a tree nearer the town were a couple of Orange-breasted Green Pigeons amongst a small flock of Jungle 
Mynas. Continuing through the park we saw several Spangled Drongos and another close Shikra. 
 
Walking a little further towards the lakeside, we spotted a White-breasted Waterhen on the opposite shore of the 
lake and some Green Sandpipers, but better still a Black-backed Forktail flew in and then hopped about on the 
rocks opposite – a full set! Plenty of warblers were about, including a Chiffchaff and a single Dusky Warbler, a 
Grey-backed Shrike showed distantly and some Blue-throated Barbets were seen. Several heron species flew past 
or probed the shallows, including a single Intermediate Egret and some Night Herons going to their day-roost in a 
tree. 
 
Finally, having got my packing all sorted and having bought some souvenirs for myself and the family, I decided to 
walk down to the lake side in the opposite direction. For some reason I left the camera behind, not expecting a lot – a 
big mistake, as several birds showed better than they had all fortnight, including some White-browed Wagtails, a 
Coppersmith Barbet, an Indian Golden Oriole, a Red-throated (Taiga) Flycatcher and three Red-rumped 
Swallows on the ground just two metres away. There were also some Plain Martins; some House Swifts above the 
town and some probable Himalayan Swiftlets flew past. A distant scan across the water revealed a pair of Tufted 
Ducks and a flock of about 25 Coots. 
 
Waiting on the rooftop terrace at Pokhara airport we noticed a number of raptors, with Egyptian Vultures displaying 
overhead and some White-rumped Vultures seen well. The local Black Kites also showed very well, one of them 
catching a Garden Lizard in front of us. A Paddyfield Pipit walked along the edge of the runway and the final 
confirmed new bird, Nepal Martins, were seen flying past, although we suspected we’d seen these distantly from 
Ghandruk and also earlier on in the walk around the lake. 
 

 
Day16 (31

st
 March) : Return flight back from Kathmandu to London Heathrow, via New Delhi. 

 
Little in the way of birdwatching today; the main attraction being a spectacular view all along the Himalayan chain on 
the flight to Delhi. 
 
Overall View – This was an excellent birding holiday, with a good range of habitats visited and consequently a huge 
range and number of species possible. We saw over 350 species in the fortnight, a good list by any standards and 
even then we missed some that might have been expected (e.g. Lammergeier). Best bird of the fortnight? – too many 
to mention, although I personally always like the raptors and owls, of which we saw a good selection, including some 
real rarities. Any disappointments? – very few, although the weather was duller and wetter than expected on the trek, 
limiting bird activity and obscuring the mountain views most of the time. Still, this is outside anyone’s control! 

Birdfinders' Nepal 2011 © 2011 Birdfinders




